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ing to this meeting this morning are committed
as well.

Wish us well. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 a.m. at the
South Portico of the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
January 28, 1995

Good morning. I want to talk to you today
about the New Covenant I discussed in the
State of the Union. My mission as President
is to restore the American dream to all of our
people. In the new economy of the 21st century,
that requires a New Covenant between the peo-
ple and their Government and among the peo-
ple themselves.

This is something I’ve been talking about for
many years, since I ran for President. The New
Covenant is grounded in an old idea that all
Americans have not just a right but a responsi-
bility to do the hard work needed to rise as
far as their talents and determination can take
them and to give something back to their com-
munity and to their country in return. Oppor-
tunity and responsibility, they go hand in hand.
We can’t have one without the other, and we
can’t have a strong community without both.

We’ve worked hard to create more economic
opportunity for our people in the last 2 years,
bringing the deficit down, investing in education
and new technology, expanding trade. We’ve
gotten more than 6 million—or almost 6 million
new jobs, the fastest growth in 10 years, and
the lowest combined rate of unemployment and
inflation in 25 years. That’s good news.

But America’s still got a lot of problems.
There are still interests of people and values
of people that are not being furthered. And
there’s really no better example of the need
for us to build a New Covenant together than
the failed welfare system. Today’s welfare system
doesn’t provide enough opportunity, and it cer-
tainly doesn’t require enough responsibility. It’s
a system so badly broken that it undermines
the very values, work, family, and responsibility,
people must have to put themselves back on
track. We’ve got to return those values front
and center. Our job in Government is to expand
opportunity, not bureaucracy, and then to em-
power people to make the most of their own
lives. We must not ask, and Government should

not provide, what we really must do for our-
selves.

I’ve worked on this issue of welfare reform
for a very long time now, since I first became
Governor of Arkansas over 15 years ago. I know
there are a lot of different ideas about what
we should do. But everyone agrees the system
is broken and it needs to be fixed. I’m com-
mitted to making welfare what it was meant
to be, a second chance, not a way of life. I’m
committed to making sure that the only goal
of the welfare system is to help people get off
of it, into a job where they can support them-
selves and their families. I believe we should
give people the opportunity to move from de-
pendence to independence, providing job train-
ing and child care if that’s what they need for
up to 2 years. At the same time, we must de-
mand that people accept responsibility for them-
selves. After 2 years, anyone who can work must
work. And if a parent doesn’t pay child support,
that person should be forced to pay. People
who have children must be prepared to take
responsibility for them.

We should require work and responsibility,
but we shouldn’t cut people off just because
they’re poor or young or unmarried. We should
promote responsibility by requiring young moth-
ers to live at home with their parents or in
appropriate supervised settings and to finish
school, but we shouldn’t put them and their
children on the street. I don’t believe we should
punish people because they happen to be poor
or because of past mistakes. And absolutely, we
shouldn’t punish children for their parents’ mis-
takes. All of us have made our mistakes, and
none of us can change our yesterdays. But every
one of us can change our tomorrows. That’s
what welfare reform should be all about.

And one more thing, Washington doesn’t have
all the answers. In fixing welfare, as on so many
other issues, we have to shift resources and deci-
sionmaking back to States and local commu-
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nities. The welfare system shouldn’t be central-
ized in Washington, dispensing services through
large bureaucracies. We’ve got to shift more re-
sponsibilities back to the citizens of this country.

We’ve made a good start on this over the
last 2 years. We’ve already given 23 States the
right to slash through Federal rules and regula-
tions to reform their own welfare systems. Last
year, we introduced the most sweeping welfare
reform plan ever presented by an administration.
Today at the White House, I’m hosting an all-
day working session on welfare reform including
Governors, Members of Congress, Democrats
and Republicans, people on welfare, and people
who have worked their way off. I’m determined
to work with all of them to pass welfare reform,
and I hope we can make some progress today.

This is a complex and sometimes divisive
issue. But if we put partisanship aside, we can
come together and solve it around some simple
and important values: moving from dependence
to independence, from welfare to work, from
childbearing to responsible parenting. Let this
be the year we end welfare as we know it.
And let it also be the year we are all able
to stop using this issue to divide America. That
should be our commitment. The American peo-
ple deserve nothing less.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:08 p.m. on
January 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 28.

Statement on the Death of Jim Grant
January 28, 1995

It was with deep sadness and regret that Hil-
lary and I learned today of the death of Jim
Grant, executive director of UNICEF. Through-
out his long career, Jim Grant was a visionary
leader, one of the most distinguished inter-
national public servants of our time. It was in
recognition of Jim Grant’s lifelong contributions
that I was honored to present him with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom last August.

Under Jim Grant’s 15 years of leadership,
UNICEF has earned a reputation as one of
the most effective and esteemed U.N. agencies.
UNICEF retains its special place in the hearts
of all Americans.

We will remember Jim Grant most for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of the world’s chil-
dren and for pioneering low-cost, simple tech-
niques for alleviating disease, poverty, and suf-
fering among the neediest of children. One
measure of his legacy lies in the fact that today
80 percent of children in the developing world
receive immunizations, compared with 20 per-
cent in 1980 when Jim Grant assumed leader-
ship of UNICEF.

Today we have lost a personal friend, an
American hero and champion of children
throughout the world. We will all miss him.

Remarks at the National Governors’ Association Dinner
January 29, 1995

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and wel-
come to the White House, again for many of
you and for the first time for some. This is
always one of my favorite evenings of the year,
one of Hillary’s favorite evenings, a chance to
see old friends and think about old times and
look to the future.

Two years ago, when I had the opportunity
for the first time to host this dinner, after having
been on the other end of it for 12 years, I
pledged to you that I would take the experiences
that we had shared together and strive to form
a new partnership with the Governors and with
the States. After 2 years, I think it’s fair to
say that we have made good on that pledge.
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